
Owners’ attitudes tO the treatment 
Of hyperthyrOidism using  
Oral anti-thyrOid medicatiOn 

Survey Sample
The survey of 111 owners of hyperthyroid cats registered to catprofessional.com was conducted between 7th June and 
13th August 2012 by Dr Sarah Caney BVSc PhD DSAM (Feline) MRCVS, and has been accepted for publication in the Journal 
of Feline Medicine and Surgery.

The age distribution of the cats ranged from 7 years to more than 20 years, with a mean age of between 14 and 15 years. 
76% of the cats in the survey were non-pedigree, short-haired cats. Slightly more males (54%) than females were recorded.

Survey findingS
•  Only 21% of owners who had experienced oral dosing of their cat described the process as either ‘tricky’ or

‘very difficult.’

•  ‘Once daily treatment’ was not ranked as the most important statement on dosing by any of the owners.

•  79% of cat owners are happy to pill twice a day, if needed.

Summary
The survey has shown that cat owners are not a barrier to prescribing twice-daily medication. Their overwhelming 
drive is to provide the best level of care that they can. 

From an owner perspective, the ideal anti-thyroid medication offers low doses and a variety of dosing strategies 
to ensure that each individual cat receives the dose they need and no more.

dr Sarah Caney BvSc phd dSam (feline) mrCvS, Chief executive www.vetprofessionals.com 

For further information on the results of the survey, visit www.dechra.co.uk/hyperthyroidism

Felimazole ®

  A problem precisely answered
Felimazole contains thiamazole. UK:  POM–V   IE:  POM 

For further information contact: Dechra Veterinary Products Limited, Sansaw Business Park, Hadnall, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY4 4AS. 

Tel: +44 (0)1939 211200 Fax: +44 (0)1939 211201 Dechra Veterinary Products Limited is a trading business of Dechra Pharmaceuticals PLC. 

www.dechra.com Use medicines responsibly: www.noah.co.uk/responsibleD
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